Questioning Skills

u Classroom questioning: cornerstone of any
effective teaching strategy

u Critical skill that can be learned and used in
any discipline or grade level, or with any
teacher personality

u Questioning promotes student
involvement, enhances learning,

and motivates students.

Importance of Questioning

u How you phrase your questions will
determine the type of student response that
you will receive.

s When developing a
question or discussion
lesson plan, include your
key questions in your
lesson plan.

Question Levels

u Effective teachers adjust the questions to fit
the needs of the students.

u Different types of questions are effective at
different times, depending on the
characteristics of the learner and the topic
being taught.

w Ask questions that allow you to reach your
instructional goal most efficiently.




Question Levels

u Effective teachers direct their instruction at
a clear and specific goal.

u Sadly, 70-90% of questions asked of
students are low level questions.

Low Level Questions

u Require the student to memorize and recall
information.

a Level of Bloom's Taxonomy: Knowledge

Example: What is the capital
of Florida?

Intermediate Level
Questions

a Require the student to process information.
= Levels of Bloom's Taxonomy:
Comprehension, Application, and Analysis

Example: State in your own
words the moral of the story.




Other Examples of Intermediate-
Level Questions

m Requesting the student to state an idea or
definition in his/her own words.

= Requiring the student to determine the
solution to a problem.

Other Examples of Intermediate-
Level Questions

m Asking the student to observe and describe
an object or event.

m Requiring the student
to compare and
contrast two or more
objects, statements,
illustrations, or demonstrations.

High-Level Questions

a Require a lot of cognitive processing from
the student.

a Levels of Bloom's Taxonomy:
Synthesis and Evaluation

Example: Imagine you were a
Pilgrim. What might your typical
day be like?




Levels of Questions Review

u Lowest level - Collecting and recalling
information
- Verbs: Defing, List

= Intermediate level — Processing information
= Verbs: Describg, Solve, Cornpare

u Highest level - Evaluating information in
new situations
= Verbs: Imagine, Judge

Setting up a classroom
environment conducive to upper-
level thinking

= Show interest in what the students say.
u Display curiosity about what the students say.
u Paraphrase what students say.

u Use probing to encourage students to expand
upon their responses.

u Model critical thinking.

u Ask upper-level questions
to encourage critical
thinking.
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